

June 1, 2001
Dear Fellow Safety Practitioner:

It’s that time again. You need to decide to renew of your membership in the System Safety Society. We continue with times of rapidly advancing technology and professional challenges. These all effect the direction and growth of our profession. This may give you some cause to reevaluate whether or not you want to renew your membership. I would like to again share my thoughts.

The Society recognizes the safety profession is changing and evolving. We are addressing this and developing strategies for the Society and its members. Being an active Society member makes you part of this discussion and lets you take advantage of it.

The benefits of membership can be summarized as follows:

· Individual professional development. The Society provides a constant opportunity to increase ones technical knowledge and keep up with the “cutting edge” of safety thinking. You have access to up-to-date workshops, seminars, and conferences.

· Journal of System Safety. Our quarterly journal provides a window on the latest technical advancements and safety thinking.

· Networking. The Society provides access to other safety professionals. Your local Chapter provides opportunities for sharing experiences and opportunities.

· Professional recognition. The Society provides recognition of professional achievement by elevation of member status and Society awards.

· Job referral services. I can’t speak for others, but in the last four years, fourteen New Mexico Chapter members found new or better jobs through the Society.

· Discounts: On Society sponsored conferences and Society technical books and other materials.

· Membership Directory. A vital networking tool.

This can all be summarized by noting that the Society is a vehicle by which you can influence the future course of your career and your profession.

The 19th International System Safety Conference will be held in Huntsville, AL, September 10-14, 2001. The theme is “2001 A System Safety Odyssey,” providing a focus on the knowledge and skills necessary to create system safety solutions to meet today’s diverse needs. There will be sessions and workshops on the art and science of system safety and the product life cycle. This is a major conference with a week of technical sessions, tutorials, workshops, and luncheons ending with the conference awards banquet. We hope to see you there.

Speaking of changing technology, the Society is planning to publish the Membership Directory on-line at the Society web site. This will be an area of the web site that will contain some or all of the information that is now published in the paper version of the Membership Directory, to include personal information. How do you feel about this? Attached is a short questionnaire that we ask you to fill out and submit with your membership renewal. The same information you indicated to be withheld from the paper Directory will apply to the on-line Directory
If you have any questions or comments, or just want to talk, please contact me at (505) 235-8495 or wtalso@aol.com or write to me care of the Society Headquarters. I would particularly like to hear your ideas to improve the Society. After all, it exists to support you, the member.

Regards,

Warner Talso

Director, Member Services

Membership Directory Questionnaire

We are planning to put the Membership Directory on line at the Society web site. This has the advantages of being more responsive, easier to update, more versatile (such as a sorting feature) and cheaper. We want your opinions for guidance on the amount of information to publish.


YES
NO
NO OPINION

In summary, do you favor putting the Membership Directory on-line? 




If so, should it be accessible to anyone?




If so, should it be accessible to Society members only (password protected)? 




Would you authorize your membership information to be listed in such an on-line Directory?




How do you feel about publishing the following information?




Full Name?




Phone Number?




Mailing Address?




E-mail Address?




Other Comments?




Should the Society make both paper and on-line Directories available to members for the foreseeable future?




Should the Society be allowed to provide the Directory information to reputable safety-related enterprises?




Would you like sort and navigation capabilities that you could use?

(Sort by Chapter, State, find by name, etc.) Give examples.




Is there anything else you can think of that needs to be addressed? If so, explain.




Please submit this questionnaire with your membership renewal notice.

Thank you,

Warner Talso

Director, Member Services
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