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Appendix I-11

 Chapter Charter, Constitution and Bylaws
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SACRAMENTO VALLEY CHAPTER
OF THE
SYSTEM SAFETY SOCIETY

ARTICLE I - NAME

Section 1. The name of the Chapter shall be the Sacramento Valley Chapter (herein referred to as the
Chapter) of the System Safety Society (herein referred to as the Society).

ARTICLE II - JURISDICTION

Section 1. The Chapter’s boundaries shall incorporate zip codes within central California and
Western Nevada. The zip codes are 93512, 93517, 93529, 93541, 93546, 93601-02, 93604-05,
93610, 93614, 93620, 93634-35, 93643-45, 93653, 93664-65, 93669, 94509-14, 94517-21, 94523,
94528, 94533, 94535, 94541, 94553, 94558-59, 94561, 94565, 94571, 94585, 94589-92, all zip
codes with the prefaces of 952, 953, 956, 957, and 958; 95901, 95903, 95912, 95914, 95916-20,
95922, 95925-26, 95930-32, 95935-38, 95940-46, 95948, 95951, 95953-54, 95956-62, 95965,
95969-75, 95977-79, 95981, 95986, 95988, 95991, 96103, 96105-07, 96109, 96111, 96118, 96122,
96124-26, 96133, 96135, and all zip codes with the prefaces of 894 and 895. Roughly, the
boundaries are Vallejo and Tracy to the west, Chico to the north, highway 50 to the east of Reno and
Chowechilla to the south.

ARTICLE III - OBJECTIVES

Section 1. The objectives of the Chapter are to advance the management and technology of System
Safety in all areas of human endeavor where a systematic approach and analytical evaluation directed
toward hazard control can be applied, to improve the dissemination of information between
individuals in this field and related fields, to improve public understanding of the discipline, to
promote and improve System Safety as a profession, and to promote within the Chapter’s jurisdiction
the activities and objectives of the System Safety Society.

ARTICLE IV - CHAPTER-SOCIETY RELATIONSHIP

Section 1. The Chapter shall function under the direct sponsorship of the System Safety Society and
shall be governed by the provisions of the Society Constitution and By-Laws and those of the
Chapter.

Section 2. The Charter shall be prepared in duplicate form. The original shall be in the custody of
the officers of the Chapter; the duplicate copy shall be retained by the executive secretary of the
Society. The duly authorized signature of the president of the Society appearing on the Charter
obligates the Chapter to the provisions of the Charter.
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[image: image2.jpg]Section 3. The Chapter shall not use the name of the System Safety Society or obligate in any way
the officers or members of the Society without first obtaining the approval of the duly authorized
representatives of the Society.

Section 4. Any conflict requiring an interpretation of the provisions of the Charter shall be resolved
by the Executive Council of the Society.

Section 5. The Chapter president shall submit to the president of the Society an Annual Report
concerning the activities of the Chapter by July 1st of each year.

Section 6. The Executive Council of the Society may, at its discretion, discontinue the Charter of a
Chapter when, in its opinion, the Chapter has ceased to exist or its actions are considered detrimental
to the objectives of the Society.

ARTICLE V - MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Every person who is listed on the official roster of the Society and whose address is
located within the geographical jurisdiction of the Chapter shall automatically become a member of
the Chapter.

ARTICLE VI - ADMINISTRATION

Section 1. The Executive Committee of the Chapter shall administer the affairs of the Chapter in
accordance with its objectives, performing those functions as may be customary with the office and as
further defined in the By-Laws of the Chapter.

Section 2. The Executive Committee shall consist of the elected Chapter officers, the immediate past
president, appointed directors, and standing committee chairpersons. The officers shall be persons
who hold a membership grade in the Society.

Section 3. The officers of the Chapter shall be a chairman, co-chairman, and secretary/treasurer.

Section 4. The chairman for the initial Chapter term shall be chosen by the vote of the membership.
Thereafter, the chairman will be selected as stated in Section 5 of this Article.

Section 5. The co-chairman shall be chosen by the vote of the membership for a Chapter term at the
conclusion of which his ascension to the office of chairman for the next Chapter term becomes
automatic.

Section 6. The secretary/treasurer shall be chosen by the vote of the membership for a Chapter term.

Section 7. The initial Chapter term shall not exceed 24 months and will terminate on June 30th
following the first full year. Subsequent Chapter terms shall begin on July Ist of each year and end
on June 30th of the following year. The actual transfer of administrative responsibilities will occur at
the Chapter’s annual meeting.

Section 8. The By-Laws of the Chapter shall provide for the election or appointment of persons and
committees to assist in the administration of the affairs of the Chapter.
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[image: image3.jpg]Section 9. An office shall be declared vacant in the event that an officer resigns or ceases to be a
member of the System Safety Society. The vacated office may be filled as provided for in the By-
Laws of the Chapter.

ARTICLE VII - ELECTION PROCEDURES

Section 1. Nominations for all elective offices shall be made by a Nominating Committee (appointed
by the Chapter chairman) consisting of a chairperson and at least two other members. Committee
members shall not be eligible for nomination.

Section 2. The Nominating Committee shall select at least one nominee for each elective office and
the Chapter membership given an opportunity to nominate additional members. In no case shall an

individual’s name be placed in nomination for more than one elective office. No member shall have
his name placed in nomination without his consent.

Section 3. The polling of the membership shall be done by means of a letter ballot, with provisions
for write-in candidates. Balloting shall be conducted for a period of not less than 30 days following
the mailing of the last ballot to the membership. A plurality vote of the membership voting shall
constitute election. Ties will be decided by lottery.

ARTICLE VIII - MEETINGS

Section 1. The Chapter shall hold not less than six meetings each calendar year.

ARTICLE IX - CHAPTER BY-LAWS

Section 1. The administration of the activities of the Chapter shall be performed in accordance with
the By-Laws established by the Chapter and in accordance with the provisions of the Charter.

Section 2. The By-Laws of the Chapter shall in no way conflict with the provisions of the
Constitution of the System Safety Society or the By-Laws of the System Safety Society or the Charter
of the Chapter.

ARTICLE X - AMENDMENTS TO THE CHARTER
Section 1. Amendments may be initiated by a petition of at least 10% of the current Chapter

membership or by a majority of the Executive Committee. Proposed amendments shall be submitted
to the executive secretary of the Society for Concurrence with rationale for requested changes.
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The Sacramento Valley Chapter of the System Safety Society is duly authorized by the Executive
Council of the System Safety Society to function as a Chapter of the Society in accordance with the
provisions of the foregoing this 24th day of May, 1990, as witnessed by the signatures below:

Officers of the Chapter rs of i
/ S
M - /,4-%
Chairman President, System Safety Society
Gt P
Co-Chairrfian Executive Secretary

&rew/'r?\m%tv{/_’
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PREAMBLE

These By-Laws serve as the guiding principles for the organization, implementation and
documentation of the Sacramento Valley Chapter of the System Safety Society. These By-
Laws take precedence over and supersede any previous By-Laws.

ARTICLE I NAME

The name of this organization shall be the Sacramento Valley Chapter of the System Safety
Society. For the purposes of clarification further references to this organization shall be as
"Chapter", references to the national organization shall be "Society".

ARTICLE II PURPOSE

The purpose of this Chapter is to advance the arts, science and technology of System Safety,
and other related disciplines, in the Sacramento Valley area of California and to support the
objectives and goals of the Society.

ARTICLE Il MEMBERSHIP

Any person who is a member in good standing of the Society residing in the Sacramento
Valley area is considered a member of this Chapter.

ARTICLE IV OFFICERS

Section 1. Officers in this Chapter shall consist of Chairman, Co-Chairman, and
Secretary/Treasurer.

Section 2. Qualification for Officers of this Chapter require that the individual be a
Chapter member in good standing and be elected by the membership.

Section 3. Term of office shall be one year. The term will run from
1 July through 30 June.

Section 4. Elections will be held during the May meeting. Officers shall be nominated from
the membership. A Nominating committee consisting of the outgoing Chairman, the Co-
Chairman, the Secretary/Treasurer and at least two other members from the general
membership shall nominate members. The Chapter Secretary shall prepare an official ballot
for distribution to the membership one month prior to the election meeting. Ballots shall be
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[image: image6.jpg]returned to the chairperson of the nominating committee who will announce the results at
the election meeting. Nominations from the membership must be forwarded to the
nomination committee. Nominees must agree to serve if elected before they are included on
the ballot.

Section 5. Vacancies in the office of Chairman shall be filled by the Co-Chairman. Other
vacancies shall be filled by special election.

Section 6. Officers receiving the most votes for any position shall be elected to that office.
Write in votes are authorized.

Section 7. The specific duties of the officers are as follows:

Chairman: The Chairman shall be the Chief Executive Officer of the Chapter and
shall supervise the functions of the other officers. He/She shall preside at all meetings and
represent the Chapter in all social or business functions. The Chairman, with the assistance
of the other officers shall develop and present to the membership a suggested program to
include goals and objectives for the year. This shall be presented at the July meeting and
adopted during the September meeting.

Co-Chairman: The Co-Chairman shall perform all the duties of the Chairman in the
absence of the Chairman. The Co-Chairman shall also serve as the Program Chairman and
is responsible for distribution of the newsletter in a timely fashion. The Co-Chairman shall
select all committees for specific tasks and monitor their progress. The Co-Chairman shall
present to the Chairman a meeting/Program Schedule with speakers and subjects at least two
meetings in advance.

Secretary/Treasurer: The Secretary/Treasurer shall record the minutes of the
meetings and distribute these minutes to the Chairman and Co-Chairman for approval. The
Secretary/Treasurer shall assist the Co-Chairman in the Distribution of the Newsletter. The
Secretary shall report the meetings to the Society within one month after the meeting. The
Secretary/Treasurer shall recommend and implement the Chapter’s financial policies and
affairs. He/She shall select a Bank, maintain balance records, prepare and distribute an
annual financial report and perform an annual audit of the financial records. The audit
shall be reviewed by the executive committee and forwarded to the Chairman for approval.
The Treasurer, and either the Chairman or Co-Chairman shall sign all checks for
disbursements of funds.

ARTICLE V EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Executive Committee shall be composed of the four most recent past Chairmen of the
Chapter. Their purpose is to maintain continuity and serve as an advisory board for the
current elected officers.

ARTICLE VI MEETINGS
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[image: image7.jpg]Section 1. There shall be a minimum of six regularly scheduled meetings per year. These
will normally be as follows: July, September, November, January, March and May. This is
subject to change at the wish of the membership.

Section 2. Special meetings may be held at any time they are called for by the Chairman.
Results of such meetings shall be reported to the membership in the Newsletter.

Section 3. A Quorum is composed of those members in good standing present at a meeting
that has been advertised in advance.

ARTICLE VII AMENDMENTS

Amendments to these By-Laws may be proposed by any member or group of members. The
Secretary shall prepare a ballot and the membership will vote on the proposed amendment.
A space shall be provided on the ballot for opposition and/or proponents comments to be
circulated to the membership prior to voting. If the amendment receives more yes votes
than no votes it shall be incorporated into the By-Laws. In all cases the Articles of the
Constitution of the Society shall take precedence over local By-Laws.
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